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OPPORTUNITY FOR PUBLIC COMMENT

Great Lakes Energy {GLE) has applied to the Michigan Department of Natural
Resources (DNR) for a utility easement to cross the Barry State Game Area (SGA). The
proposed 10'-wide easement is in Hope and Orangeville Townships running in an east-
west direction adjacent to Mullen and Little Pine Lake Roads between McKibben and
Saggio Roads, running in a north-south direction along McKibben Road north of Mullen
Road, and along an existing cleared utility right-of-way.

The purpose of the proposed easement is for GLE to install and maintain buried electric
and fiber optic lines within an existing GLE electric powerline right-of-way and adjacent
to road right-of-ways. The buried utilities will help to modernize GLE’s electric grid,
improve GLE control of the grid, and provide broadband access to GLE members in
areas where it is not currently available. :

The easement is on land which was acquired with federal Pittman-Robertson (PR)
Wildlife Restoration Act funds. Because this public land was purchased with PR funds,
additional project planning, tracking, and reporting is required. PR funds are generated
from the sale of firearms, ammunition, archery equipment, and arrow components.
These funds are allocated to the states based on the number of licensed hunters and
land area in each state. Since inception of the Pittman-Robertson Wildlife Restoration
Actin 1937, PR funds have provided more than $400 million to Michigan for wildlife
conservation in the form of grants. PR funds can be used to restore, conserve, manage
and enhance habitat for wild birds and mammals. PR funded activities also include
wildlife-related recreation, hunter education, and operation of shooting ranges.

The DNR offers the opportunity for public comment on the proposed utility easement
described above. Written or verbal comments should be directed to Randy Heinze,
Wildlife Biologist, Barry SGA Field Office, 1805 South Yankee Springs Road,
Middleville, Ml 49333 (or at HeinzeR@michigan.gov or 517-795-4712). The public
comment period shall be open through October 6, 2021.
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